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MEDICAL MALPRACTICE-A PREVENTIVE APPROACH-William 0.
Robertson, MD, Professor, Department of Pediatrics, University of Washington;
Head, Washington State Medical Association Risk Management Program, and
Director of the Quality Assurance Program, Children's Orthopedic Hospital,
Seattle. University of Washington Press, Seattle, WA 98105, 1985. 222 pages,
$20.

Probably no issue is currently of greater concern to physicians than
professional liability and malpractice. The demoralizing effects on physi-
cians, the real or perceived injury to patients, the potential impact on the
availability of needed care and the cost of the liability situation ought to be a
concern of everyone.

The medical profession, acutely realizing the sinister effects of profes-
sional liability, is committed to an equitable resolution of the growing crisis.
Much needs to be done in social, judicial and political arenas, but, unfortu-
nately, many physicians tend to believe it is purely the system that is flawed
and needs correcting. Bill Robertson, MD, shows in a convincing manner
that much can and should be done within the profession.

Through well-documented cases and piercing analysis, Dr Robertson
clearly shows physician responsibility for reducing acts of negligence or the
appearance thereof. Reassuring is his comment, "Individual instances of
negligence were obvious, but no pattern of unprofessional behavior devel-
oped." Not so reassuring was the demonstration, based on closed cases
reviewed in the state of Washington, that 24% had deficient informed con-
sent, that 20% related to improper administration or inappropriate prescrip-
tion of drugs and that 66% of the cases resulted from administrative or
managerial shortcomings as opposed to knowledge or judgment. Quite right-
fully, he laments, "We know what to do, it just does not get done."

With an easy yet penetrating style, multiple actual cases are presented and
discussed as to their magnitude of occurrence. Each chapter contains single
"What can you do?" portions which if studied and implemented carefully
could go a long way toward reducing malpractice actions.

Quite clearly the "focus has been on those issues perceived as able to be
influenced by changes in physician individual or collective behavior." Every
malpractice action begins as a physician-patient encounter. Those who be-
lieve nothing needs to be done within the profession, and those who want to
know what can be done, all need to read this book.

JAMES S. TODD. MD
President
Physician Insurers Association of America
Senior Deputy Executive Vice President
American Medical Association
Chicago

* * *

PREGNANCY, DIABETES AND BIRTH-A MANAGEMENT GUIDE-Dor-
othy Reycroft Hollingsworth, MD, Professor of Reproductive Medicine and Med-
icine, University of California, San Diego. Williams & Wilkins, 428 E. Preston
St., Baltimore, MD 21202, 1984.159 pages, $34.00

This book is a valuable, complete reference for pregnancy in diabetic
women. It would be valuable for residents in family medicine as well as
obstetrics and pediatrics. It is also potentially useful in any practice where
pregnant diabetic patients are managed. Somne surprises occur for this re-
viewer, including a close differentiation between type I and type II diabetes,

as well as more attention to gestational diabetes than was heretofore recom-
mended. I was surprised to see a correlation between poor diabetic control in
the first trimester of pregnancy and developmental anomalies. With the new
gadgetry available for home testing of blood sugars, the old Tes-Tape rhethod
is far outdated. Overall, such anxiety is created by this document that I
believe I would be unwilling to accept a diabetic pregnant patient, as I have in
past years.

My only criticism is the recommendation that all such patients be referred
to major medical centers which are far away from my hometown and many
others in the United States. One other slight criticism is that there is no
suggestion that diabetic mothers probably should limit the size of their fami-
lies; I think this would be a reasonable recommendation for any attending
physician if the patient were a problem diabetic.

This book is definitely recommended.
J. JEROME WILDGEN, MD
Kalispell, Montana

* * *

THE CLINICAL NEUROSCIENCES-Voiume IV, NEURORADIOLOGY-
Editor: Roger N. Rosenberg, MD, Professor of Neurology and Physiology,
Chairman, Dept of Neurology, University of Texas Health Science Center
at Dallas, Southwestern Medical School, Chief, Neurological Services,
Parkland Hosp'tal and Children's Medical Center, Dallas; Associate Editor:
E. Ralph Heinz, MD, Professor of Radiology (Neuroradiolo-y), Duke Uni-
versity School of Medicine, Durham, NC; with 19 contributors. Churchill
Livingstone Inc, 1560 Broadway, New York, NY 10036, 1984. 968 pages,
$150.00.

The Clintical Neiuroscienices is edited by Dr Roger N. Rosen-
berg and the series of five volumes represents an attempt to
integrate new ideas and developments in the disciplines of neu-
rology, neurosurgery, neuropathology, neuroradiology and neu-
robiology. Volume 4, entitled Neuroradiology, is edited by Dr
E. Ralph Heinz and includes 21 chapters from 19 contributors.
This is an outstanding work and indeed represents a major
contribution to the neurosciences. The book provides a com-
prehensive overview of neuroradiologi6al techniques and de-
scribes how these techniques are used diagnostically. Diseases
of the central nervous system and their clinical and pathological
manifestations are described with great skill and clarity. The
cranium and brain are considered in chapters 1 to 12 and the
spinal cord in chapters 13 to 21. Most of the radiographs and
line drawings are outstanding and illustrate the techniques and
pathologic conditions very satisfactorily. Occasionally, the CT
pictures are not optimally reproduced and, in such cases, the
pathology is difficult to appreciate. This volume is a welcome
addition to the neuroradiological literature and updates several
established references including Diagnostic Neuroradiology by
Taveras, Introductioni to Neiuroradiology by Peterson and Kief-
fer and Neuroradiology by Burrows and Leeds. It is recom-
mended enthusiastically.

NiCOLE-FR. BOLENDER, MD
Department of Radiology
University of Washington
Seattle
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